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Class Description & Goals

In Language Atts 9, students will learn the tools to be effective readers, writers, and critical thinkers,
Students will write essays adapted to specific audiences and purpose, including expository, creative,
desctiptive, petsuasive, and research essays. Students will read and interact with texts through class
discussion and writing. The class will study literature by genre, covering poetry, the shott story, the
novel, and drama. Students taking this course for honots credit will be expected to demonstrate
exceptional mastery of course material through class participation, written assignments, test questions,
and class presentations.

Class Texts

*Tmplications of Liferature, TextWorld Press, Inc.
¥The Practical Writer, Bailey & Powell
Vacabulary for the High School Student, Levine

A Separate Peace, John Knowles

To Kill @ Mockingbird, Harper Lee

Apntigone, Sophocles

Cyrano de Bergerae, Edmond Rostand

Macbheth, William Shakespeare

Wuthering Heights, Emily Bronte
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Class textbooks marked with an * above will be checked out to each student. Students will be
held financially responsible for turning in the correct book in good condition at the end of the
school year.

Recommended Texts

+ Dictionaty/Thesautus (for home use; available in classtroom for in class use)
+ Spelling help book, such as Speliing Made Sinple by Edward V. Ross

Grading Scale

Essays 30% Tests 30%
Homework 25% Midterm 15%

Honors Grading Scale

Hssays 35% Tests 30%
Homework 20% Midterm 15%
All students: For the spring semester, tests are worth 25% and the cumulative final exam is
worth 20%.



Grade Categories

Eissay assignments are designed to strengthen your understanding and application of class
material and your writing skills. You will be given written guidelines for major essay assignments
as well as class and teacher support in areas designed to improve your writing, such as revision
skills and grammar. Most major essays are worth 100 points, in-class essays are typically worth
either 25 or 50 points, and shorter response-type essays are woith between 10-25 points. For all
writing assignments, [ will expect honors students to explote topics with more depth and insight
and to exhibit strong writing skills. T expect all students to demonstrate individual improvement
in these areas as the year progresses.

Tests are usually given at the end of each unit and most are worth either 100 or 50 points.
‘Typically, any test that you would study for fits into this category. Tests are designed to assess
both retention and application of class material. I will discuss the specific types of questions to
expect on each test. Honors students should expect a greater number of test questions that
requite mote comprehensive knowledge of test matetial and/or higher levels of thinking.
Homework includes any written daily homework that is either collected and graded of, at times,
checked for completion. This also includes short quizzes given in class (such as reading
quizzes), and other written daily work completed during class. This category also includes
projects & presentations that vary in point values. You will be given specific written guidelines
for each project and presentation that involves prepatation outside of class. Honors students
may have different guidelines and/or different assignments.

Patticipation grades will be assessed for each student based on the following guidelines:

To eatn a “B” in class patticipation, 2 student will

-pay attention in class through taking notes, active listening, and verbally participating,
-contribute comments in class discussion that are thoughtful and on-topic and that demonstrate
good listening skills (i.e. she does not tepeat other students” comments/questions),

-ask questions that aid in understanding or clarifying class material (i.e. are not repetitive or off-
topic),

-consistently bring all required materials to class: pen/pencil, notebook, books, paper,

-keep an otganized notebook where paper and class handouts can be easily located,

-tefrain from engaging in conversations with other students, making disruptive comments,
attempting to complete other homework/reading in class, or exhibiting any other disruptive
behavior.

To earn an “A” in class pasticipation, a student will

-exhibit all of the behaviors listed above (for a “B”) at least 95% of the time,

-contribute comments and questions to class discussion that exhibit insight and thought; these
questions/comments may show that a student is thinking “outside of the box,”

-understand that it is ok to ask questions when she does not understand.



Class Supplies

Students are expected to bring the following materials to class each day. Students who are not prepated
for class will receive a zero for that day’s patticipation grade.

¢

Book(s) needed for class that day. All textbooks must be covered by the second week of classes.
You may share a literature textbook in class with one other student; all students should bring
theit own papetrback texts and novels to class.

Class Notebook: must include the following sections at a minimum: 1) class handouts, 2) cutrent
unit notes and handouts, 3) wiiting handouts and your graded written work (essays); and 4) loose
notebook papet (non-spiral). You may want to further divide your notebook (grammat,
vocabulaty ,etc.). You may clean out your “current unit” section at the end of each unit; do not
throw materials away. You may “share” a large notebook with another class as long as you have
clear divisions between classes.

You must bring your class notebook and notes to class each day as you may need to use them
for an in-class quiz or activity, which you will not receive credit for if you do not have your
notes. You may only go back to your locker to tetrieve them at the very beginning of class and
will receive a tardy if you do not return before the final bell.

Blue/Black ink pens. You will lose a letter grade for assignments or class work written in an ink
colot other than blue or black. Pencil is acceptable for most assignments (not in-class essays)
and class notes.

Learning in My Classroom

Classroom instruction will include some lecture material, but most of our learning will take place
through discussion of literature. Students should read the assigned literature with this in mind
and bring a willingness to ask questions and discuss points from the reading, as well as an open
mind, to the classtoom. We will conduct discussions both as a whole class and in small groups.
I will review with you the guidelines for class discussions and strategies for taking notes.

Writing is also a main focus in this class, and you will write frequently, sometimes for an entire
petiod, such as an in-class essay, and sometimes for just a few minutes. At times, you may be
asked to revise each othet’s work in class or to share your writing with the class.

Classroom Expectations

I will be discussing approptiate classroom behavior with you as we start the school year and reinforcing
certain points as needed throughout the year. The main points are as follows:

+

At the beginning of each class, each student should take a minute ot two to settle into her seat,
take out the necessary class matetials, and stop talking with other students. I should not have to
call the class to attention in order to get started; you should be ready to begin as I step to the
front of the classroom.

Since this class often centets atound class discussion, one of the most important rules in this
classroom is respect for others and their ideas. This includes both the teacher and your
classmates. Please listen respectfully to othets, refrain from interrupting or making disparaging
comments, and keep youtr own conttibutions on-topic. You should raise your hand in class if
you wish to speak.



Students are required to take notes in class each day. I will use the boatd, but most of what we
share togethet will be oral. T will assess your note taking through the following types of
activities: completing quizzes based upon the previous day’s class discussion; stating, orally ot in
wiiting, one ot more of that day’s (or a previous day’s) discussion points; highlighting key points
in your notes to shate either orally, to use for a writing prompt, ot to show individually to me.
To help with your note taking during class discussions, we will frequently halt our discussion to
list key points on the boatd. You should be prepared to list discussion points when called upon.
In addition, students should ask questions on discussion points that they do not understand.
Yout behavior in class should enable you to complete the previous two points successfully.
Quite simply, you should be participating in discussions, listening to discussions and lecture, and
taking notes. Lo that end, you should always have the required book(s), paper, and pen/pencil
in front of you and should put away all other distracting papers (no tevising essays, completing
other homework, going through your calendar, etc.). You should also not be completing art
work that is obviously your main focus or engaging in other distracting behavior, such as cutting
paper or organizing your notebook, even if you think you can still pay attention.

Patticipation is part of your grade in this class and in addition to expecting students to
voluntarily contribute to class discussions, I will call upon students to help condense larger
discussions and state discussion points from class. I will also call upon students for
contributions if only a small number of students ate contributing.

Students who display inapproptiate, distracting behavior during class may receive a warning (first
time only) or a demerit. I may also schedule a conference with you, your parents, and/or the
administration if such behavior continues,

Please understand that I come into class each day with a lesson plan and that learning and
meeting class goals is dependent upon your cooperation. If the class chooses to be disruptive
for patt or all of a class period, you may have to complete the lesson for that day at home,
including a written assignment to make up for class discussion, ot you may lose class titme
originally planned for homework or essay work, including in-class essays. Also, if a group of
students {or an individual) believes that they have something that will enhance the class, such as
a presentation or skit, please ask me at least one day ahead of time. I will try to make time for
these extra activities if I believe they are worthwhile and if we have time.

Students may also receive a demetit for behaviors listed in the Temima Student Handbook, such
as allowing electronic equipment (cell phones, cameras) to be a disttaction in class. Students will
also treceive a demetit for interrupting my classes for petsonal reasons.

Please limit your restroom use to when it is absolutely necessary. Restroom visits should be
brief, and you should not be disruptive when you exit or return - this includes asking to see
another student’s notes. Only one student should leave the classtoom at a time.

Students are not allowed to chew gum, drink {except clear bottled water), ot eat duting class and
will earn a demerit according to the Student Handbook. These items should not be visible
during class even if you are not eating/dtinking them. You will be asked to cither throw the
itein away ot put it away in your bag (not under the desk or on the classtoon shelves). In
addition, food must be put away before class begins. This includes food items given out in a
previous class or break. I will not spend the first 2 minutes of class reminding students to put
food away. Also, please do not bring food to class that has a strong odor, such as just-popped
popcorn, even if you plan to eat it later. If I have to ask you to return it to the student lounge,
you will receive a tardy.

When you leave this classroom, you should take all personal materials with you and straighten
yout area. You should not take any books that belong in this classroom without permission.



Students are not dismissed from class until the bell rings. This includes all test and in-class essay
periods unless I have made an exception. I have found that some students will rush through a
test if they know that they may leave when they are finished. Because of this, T will typically
tequire you to stay in the classtoom until the bell rings. On some occasions (i.e. last period), I
may allow you to leave 5-10 minutes eatly as long as this practice is not abused.

If you do finish a test befote the bell rings or before the end of the allotted time allowed, you
will be expected to sit or wotk quietly until all students have completed the test. Please note that
you will not be allowed to go to your locker to retrieve any work. There is absolutely no talking
allowed during tests ot quizzes; you must come up to my desk if you have any questions for me
during the test. Thete should also be no talking during oral quizzes, such as reading quizzes,
unless you raise yout hand.

Students need to follow all other guidelines listed in the Student Handbook.

Class Policies

Homework:

4

Assignments ate typically due at the beginning of class - this means that you should not be
searching for your assignment in yout notebook ot rushing to finish it after class has begun. Itis
your responsibility to make sute you’ve turned in your work. You will lose one letter grade for
each day late. Some assignments will not be accepted late.

Assignments should be legible and free from doodles or other marks. The same is true for in-
class work (tests, quizzes, etc.).

You should also refrain from using abbteviations on homework assighments, tests, essays,
quizzes, ot any other written work that you hand in to me. I will deduct one point per
abbreviation.

If you ate expetiencing difficulties with completing assignments on time, please discuss this with
me well in advance of due dates.

Students will receive a “late pass,” which will allow them to hand in an essay ot project up to
three days late without penalty once during the school year. This pass may not be used if the
student had an unexcused absence on the assignment due date. The assignment must be handed
in by or befote class time on the 3* day.

If you reccive a late homework pass (for merit points eatned, etc.), you must adhete to the
guidelines listed on the pass.

If a student does not hand in a project ot essay within one week of the due date, she may choose
to complete the assignment to eatn a grade of 50% (instead of a zeto) before the end of the
semester (the last day of class before midterms/finals).

Make-Up Work:

+

¢+

Students will receive monthly calendats listing homework assignments, essays, tests, and
presentations. Plan absences accordingly whenever possible.

Please temember that according to the Student Handbook, you must hand in assignments on the
due date (ot the day before) when you take a personal day, for a single petiod absence, ot for any
othet absence that you plan ahead of time (trip, doctor’s appointment, boatder travel day, etc.).
You may put it in my box before class or send it in with another student. If you fail to do so,
your assignment will be counted late ot not accepted. In addition, any daily homework assigned
during your absence is due upon your treturn.

Assignments assigned ptiot to your absence are typically due the day of your retutn. For short-
tetm assignments assigned during your absence, you have 3 days to make up the work, This
includes class notes; you will be held responsible for all missed material.
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¢

If you miss a quiz, you need to make it up within two days of your return, This includes reading
quizzes; your make-up quiz may differ from the otiginal.

Students are generally expected to take a test if they return from an absence on 4 test day and the
test was announced in advance of the absence. If you feel that you cannot take the test on the
day of yout teturn, you must discuss this with either me, a principal, or Ms Balk before the class
petiod. I will not exempt a student from a test at the beginning of that class petiod except in the
case of extended absences for illness.

It is yout responsibility to obtain missed assignments and to hand in assignments upon your
return. It is also your responsibility to schedule make-up tests and in-class essays with me. They
will be scheduled during school hours.

You may discuss make-up wotk and schedule missed tests and in-class essays by speaking with
me either before or after class (not during), arranging another time to speak with me, leaving a
fiote in my box, or emailing me.

Students have one week from theit teturn to make up tests or in-class essays missed during their
absence, either duting ftee periods or after school. You will receive a “zero™ if it is not taken
duting this one week petriod. The only exception to this is if you have had an extended absence
and have planned your make-up work calendar with either Mrs. Limor or Ms Balk.

For unexcused absences, students will teceive a zero for that day’s assignments and tests. If a
long-term assignment is due that day, you will receive a late grade.

Remember that you may lose coutse ctedit for excessive absences. Please refer to the Student
Handbook for specifics.

Tardies:

¢+

Students are expected to make every effort to be in their seats by the time the bell rings at the
beginning of class; the bell signals that you are late, not whether I am in the classroom. You will
still receive a tardy if you are late, and you should remain in the classtoom even if I'm not there.
Being on time to class is extremely important, especially on test days. You should not waste time
loitering in the restroom atea, and you will not receive extra time if you do so.

If you leave the classroom after the bell rings to retrieve supplies, you will be counted tardy.

If you use the testroom at the beginning of the class petiod, you need to be back in your seat
during the first five minutes or you will be counted tardy. In addition, a trip to the restroom that
lasts mote than 5 minutes duting any patt of the class period will earn you a tardy.

Tatdy students will not be given extra time on beginning of class quizzes, tests, ot writing
responses unless the tardy is excused.

You should not distupt the class when you atrive late whether your tardy is excused or not.

Any student who is more than 15 minutes late or who is out of the classtoom for mote than 15
minutes will be counted absent. I will also count you absent if you fall asleep in class.



Academic Integrity

+ One of my goals is to create a secure classroom environment in which all students benefit from
the personal integrity and honest behavior of each member. To help ensure this environment,
there are consequences for academic dishonesty,

¢+ In my classroom, cheating includes, but is not limited to, the following activities:
¢ Allowing others to copy test answers, verbally giving answers, ot receiving answers.
¢ Using papets and/or other wotk completed by students in previous classes in an
inapproptiate manner (such as copying).
+ Copying homewotk answers. Unless otherwise directed, I expect you to attempt all

work on yout owil. This does not mean that you cannot wotlk together or check
answers. However, working together does not mean that each student completes one
question and copies the rest from other students.
¢ Plagiatism involves taking someone else’s work and claiming it as one’s own: the failure to
distinguish the student’s own wotds and ideas from those of a source the student has consulted.
Ideas derived from another, whether presented as exact words, a paraphrase, a summary, or
quoted phtase, must always be appropriately referenced to the soutce, whether the source is
printed, electronic, or spoken. Whenever exact words ate used, quotation marks or an indented
block indicator must be used, together with the proper citation style. (Adapted from The
Plagiarism: Handbook by Robert A. Hatris)
L 4 In your language atts classes as well as other classes at Temima, you will be taught skills,
including pataphrasing and proper citation, that will enable you to avoid plagiarism in your work.

+ I distinguish between blatant plagiarism (cutting and pasting a papet from the Internet, using a
papet found on the Internet, using a previous student’s papesr) and inadvertent plagiatism
(sources cited improperly, incotrect paraphrasing). Both are serious issues; howevet, blatant
plagiarism involves issues of honesty and integrity while inadvertent plagiarism often results in a
conference with the student to re-teach ot reinforce skills. Both may involve grade penalties and
discipl'maly action depending upon the individual case. Blatant plagiarism most often results in a

“zero” for the assignment and disciplinary penalties. I have had to deal with both blatant and
inadvettent plagiatism at Temima.

+ A student should schedule a conference with the teachet if she fears that her work may contain
plagiatized matetial ot is unsute how to avoid plagiatism.
+ Suspected cheating ot plagiatism will result in a teacher conference, parental notification, grade

penalties, and disciplinaty action.

T have read and undetstand all of the information and policies listed on this syllabus:

Student Signature:

Parent Signature:




Fall Semester

Unit I: Summer Reading

A Separate Peace - John Knowles

Literary Terminology

Poem: “A Poison Tree” - William Blake (Handout)
Novel Test
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Unit II: The Study of the Short Story

Elements of the Short Story

Introduction to Literary Terms Sheet

“The Scatlet Ibis” - James Hurst (Handout)

“The Lottety” - Shitley Jackson - (Handout)

“The Tell-Tale Heart” - Edgar Allan Poe (Handout)
“The Fifty-Fitrst Dragon” - Heywood Brown (173)
Shott Story Test
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Unit ITI: Grammar and Writing -
The Sentence and the Paragraph

+ Warriner's
The Sentence - p. 402
Compound Elements - p. 404-405
Complements/Objects - p. 406-411
Classification by Putpose - p. 412
Vetbals - p. 421-9
Appositives - p. 432-3
Clauses - p. 436-51
Classifying by Structure - p. 412-3, 448-51
Fragments - Warriner’s - p. 322-6; Practical Whiter - p. 279
Run Ons - Warriner's - p. 327-8
Comma Splice ~ Practical Whiter - p. 283
Fused Sentences - Practival Writer - p. 284
+ The One Paragraph Essay - Stage I
The Practical Whiter, Part I - Chapters 1-6 (p. 5-50)
In-class Writing - Definition Paragraph
¢ The One Paragraph Essay - Stage II
The Practical Whiter, Patt II - Chapters 7-8 (p. 53-66)
In-class Writing - Paragraph of Reason
¢ Unit Test '



Unit IV: Growing Up in America

To Kill a Mockingbird - Harper Lee
“Marigolds” - Eugenia Collier (Handout)
Creative Project

Unit Test
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Unit V: Grammar and Writing

Effective Sentences

+ Combining Sentences - Warriner’s - p. 359-71

¢ Sentence Variety - Warriner’s - p. 359, 371-2; Practical Wiiter - Chp 36 - p. 325

+ Patallelism - Warriner’s - p. 353-6; Practical Writer - Chp 37 - p. 333

Grammar

+ Vetb Usage - Handouts

¢ Subject-Vetb Agreement - Warriner’s - p. 4716-86; The Practical Writer - Chaptet 39 - p. 349
The Five Paragraph Essay

+ The Practical Writer - Chapters 9, 10-14 (p. 70-80, 89-110)

+ Mockingbitd Essay Assignment

Unit VI: Law and Order

+ Apntigone - Sophocles
+ “Letter from Birmingham Jail” - Martin Luther King, Jr.
+ Essay Assignment
+ Unit Test
Unit VII: Grammar and Writing
Grammat

+ Pronoun Usage - Warriner’s - p. 495-513

+ Pronoun-Antecedent Agreement - Warriner’s - p. 489-92; The Practical Writer - Chapter 40 - p. 357
Writing

¢ Word Choice/Diction - Warriner’s - p. 297-316; Practical Writer - Chp 42 - p. 371

+ Introduction to in-class essays

Midterm Exam



Spring Semester

Unit I: Student Presentations - Short Stories

+ Student led paited presentations
L4 Presentation Stories
Jack London - “To Build a Fite” - p. 109
James Thurber - “The Sectet Life of Walter Mitty” - p. 164
Sarah Otne Jewett - “A White Heron” - Handout
O. Henty - “The Last Leaf” - p. 128
Selma Lagerlof - “The Eclipse” - p.
Edgat Allan Poe - “The Cask of Amontillado” - p. 52

Unit II: Grammar and Writing

Grammat

L Modifiers - Warriner’s - p. 552-65; The Practical Writer - Chapter 38 - p. 343
4 Common Usage Problems - Warriner’s - p. 566-8

Writing
+ Improving Sentences
Unit III: The Study of Poetry
+ Elements of Poetry
+ Poets

William Shakespeate - “That Time of Year” - Handout
Edwin Atlington Robinson - “Richard Cory” - p. 270
William Catlos Williams - “This is Just to Say” - Handout
William Wotdsworth - “I Wandered Lonely as a Cloud” - Handout
Emily Dickinson - ““Hope’ Is the Thing with Feathers” - p. 190
“She Sweeps with Many Colored Brooms” - p. 193
“Success Is Counted Sweetest” - p. 196
“I Taste a Liquor Never Brewed” - p. 198
Robett Frost - “Design” - Handouts
“Fire and Ice” 7
“Nothing Gold Can Stay”
+ Unit Test .
+ Poetty Project - Written and Oral Presentations

Unit IV: Comedy & Panache

+ Cyrano de Bergerae - Edmond Rostand
+ Essay Assignment
+ Unit Test



Unit V: Grammar and Writing

Grammar _
+ Apostrophes - Warriner's p. 636-40; The Practical Writer p. 353-6
+ Commas - Warriner's p. 603-22; The Practical Writer - Chapter 29 - p. 289

Writing
+ Comparison Essay Assignment
Unit VI: “No Coward Soul Is Mine”
+ Wuthering Heights - Emily Bronte
+ “No Coward Soul Is Mine” - Emily Bronte
+ Literary Essay - Comparison
+ Unit Test
Unit VII: Grammar and Writing
Grammar
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Other Punctuation - iWariner’s p. 624-44 (ex. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, Posttest); The Practical Wiiter - Chapter
30-31 (p. 297 & 301), Chapter 34 (p. 313}, Chapter 33 (p. 309), Chapter 32 (p. 305)

Unit VIII: The Scottish Play
¢ Macheth - William Shakespeare

+ Creative Project
+ Unit Test

Final Exam



