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FUEL-UP FRIDAY

Where we “fill" you in on the Temima news!

Parshas Ki Savo - September 20, 2024 - 17 Elul 5784 - Candlelighting: 6:21/7:17 PM

IMPORTANT
UPCOMING DATES:

e Monday-Tuesday, September
23-September 24 (returning
5:30 PM): Overnight Elul Retreat

e Wednesday-Friday, October 2-
4: Rosh Hashana, No School

e Monday, October 7: School
Resumes, 8 am.

MAZAL TOVS:

e Mazal Tov to Lozzi & Adina
(Horvath, 15) Kosman on the birth
of a daughter.

¢ Mazal Tov to Shmuel and Aliza
(Kreisberg, ‘08) Krischer on the
birth of twin boys.

e Mazal Tov to Yaffa Antopolsky, 10th
grade on the Bar Mitzvah of her
brother this Shabbos. Mazal Tov to
the entire Antopolsky family.

ALL THE HOSTAGES

ARE IN OUR HEARTS &
TEFILOS.
PLEASE CONSIDER SAYING PEREK

140 OF TEHILLIM AS A ZECHUS
FOR OUR BROTHERS & SISTERS.

ROSH HASHANAH/YOM
KIPPUR CARDS

Connect to your Rosh Hashana and
Yom Kippur Machzor with the
Temima  Machzor  Companion
cards, created by Mrs. Miriam
Feldman. To purchase, visit our
website or email
secretary@temima.org
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From the Desk of Rabbi Avraham Shapiro

We have been sharing thoughts on how to make Elul a meaningful prelude to Rosh
HaShana and Yom Kippur.

This week the collective Temima Family, as many of you know and participated in, went through the
final phase of the Re-Accreditation process that we are mandated to undergo every five years by
SAIS. A specially selected committee of three esteemed educators spent three days this week at
our campus evaluating all aspects of our school.

This process included classroom visitations to evaluate the level of teaching and academic
standards, question and answer sessions with representatives from all our stakeholder groups:
administration, faculty, our co-presidents, members of the board, parents, alumnae and of course
students.

In a sense, it was a living exercise in what Elul is all about. An opportunity to go through the process
of evaluation. Although Elul usually involves an inner evaluation and this was an evaluation from the
outside in, it nevertheless gave us pause and enabled us to see how all aspects of Temima function
and fit together.

| am happy to report, although we have not received the official written report, that the evaluation
committee was duly impressed with everyone they spoke with and everything they saw. At the end
of their visit, they made an “Oral Exit Report” which spoke in superlatives of all aspects of our
school.

Our students and faculty deserve special mention for the Kiddush HaShem that they made simply
by being themselves during the visit, as well as, through the dialogues that they had when speaking
to the committee.

One parent remarked that she experienced a sense of euphoria during her meeting with the
committee. The catalyst for this was the glowing terms used by the committee to describe our
school. This reminded her of how blessed we all are to have a school like Temima for our precious
daughters.

Ok, we did well! B"H, we will be receiving our Accreditation. We are happy and relieved. But, really,
what does all this have to do with Elul and the Yomim Noraim?

The Megilah Amukos brings an acronym for Elul: nini7 Miawi nini
the broken tablets and the whole tablets.

1N~. The Aron Kodesh contained

What do the tablets upon which the Aseres Hadibros (the ten sayings that HaShem uttered at Har
Sinai) are written, have to do with Elul? Why were the broken ones kept? Why not just keep the new
whole ones that Moshe Rabbaynu received the second time around?

The Megilah Amukos teaches us that as we reflect during Elul we need to recognize two things. We
must look ourselves in the eyes and admit our failures and acknowledge the parts of us that are
broken and that need to be fixed. At the same time, we also need to look at the things that we did
well, and recognize them and commit ourselves to reaching new heights.

The Temima family can savor this moment of having passed the test of Re-Accreditation. At the
same time, we know we can do things even better. There are many ways we can improve what we
are doing. ly"H, as long as we continue to work as partners for the sake of our daughters, we will
succeed.

Similarly, as we prepare for Rosh HaShana and Yom Kippur and the coming year as individuals and
as a collective, we ask Hashem to give us the wisdom and the strength to recognize both where we
have been deficient and to correct ourselves and where we have succeeded and to strive to attain
higher heights.

Good Shabbos to All!

Rabbi Avraham Shapiro
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This Week at a Glance:

12TH GRADE ELUL LUNCH 10TH GRADE KITES
This Monday, the 12th grade enjoyed a The 10th graders discussed the
delicious lunch with Mrs. Birnbaum and lessons we can learn from a ‘little kite’
discussed how to practically make Teshuva and how we can apply those to Elul

Within Reach. and Tefilla.

SAIS ACCREDITATION VISIT

Thank you to all the stakeholders - students, teachers, parents,
alumnae, and board members that met with the Accreditation
team. BH the team confirmed (and was beyond impressed) with
our school, community, curriculum, warmth, and more!
Unofficially (we have to wait for the official report) we passed the
Accreditation with flying colors and many commendations and a
few recommendations to help the school go from "Great to
Greater!" That's a testament to the strong foundation laid by Mrs.
Feldman, our caring administration, dedicated teachers and
board members, and of course we wouldn't be a school without
our amazing students and parents! Thank you all for making
Temima amazing.

SERVING & ACCREDITING
INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS

Here are some commendations and impressions:

"Thank you for making our visit so warm and welcoming!"

"It's so clear what a happy school environment it is!"

"Students feel heard and respected, even though they don't always get their way"

"The students are so delightfull”

‘It's amazing how you are able to tune in and individualize the education for each girl."

‘I'm actually jealous of how tight knit your school is - it really is a family."

"Your alumnae are just amazing! And the connection to the school and history of the school
is so clear - especially since they come back!"

GOOD SHABBOS!
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