
Language Arts 9  
Summer Reading Assignment - School year 2026-27 
Due Date: The first week of school - I will let you know the specific due date after I see the 
schedule for the beginning of the year.  
​ ​ ​ ​  
Required book: Animal Farm by George Orwell (any edition is fine) 
*Do not use any online sources for this assignment, including AI. 
 
You are responsible for obtaining your own copy of the book, and you will need it during the first 
few weeks of the school year. I have included an introductory handout to help you with the 
context and symbolism in the novel. You should read this before you start the novel.  
You may either type or handwrite your summer reading assignments; typed assignments should be 
double-spaced. I do take off points for spelling mistakes. Please number your answers with the 
question number. All paragraph answers should be about 4-5 sentences in length. When I ask for 
examples, you can either use a quote from the book (with page number) or paraphrase a specific 
example in your own words. This assignment is designed to be completed with your independent 
reading of the book; we will discuss the book in more details during class after school starts.  
 
1) At the beginning of the book, what seems to be the animals’ main complaints about living under 
the ownership of Farmer Jones? What seem to be the animals’ main goals in creating their perfect 
society without humans, and how do they think their lives will be better? Include two specific 
examples from the book as support for the second question here. (1-2 paragraph response) 
 
2) What do you think was the most successful part of the society the animals created? The least 
successful part? Respond to each question in a separate paragraph and include at least one specific 
example for each. In terms of success/lack of success, you can measure this according to things they 
accomplished (or didn’t accomplish), relationships, leadership, etc. (1-2 paragraph response)  
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
3)  Ultimately, Animal Farm becomes The Manor Farm again by the end of the novel. How do the 
pigs resemble humans in terms of both imitating the habits and ways of humans and in their 
attitudes and actions concerning leadership and power? Include at least one specific example in your 
response.  (1-2 paragraph response)  
 
4) Discuss two examples from the book that you haven’t discussed in previous questions. For each 
one, discuss why you think it’s important in terms of revealing something about a character, showing 
character relationships, and/or illustrating a main idea. You should either paraphrase or quote (with 
page number) your example before discussing it. (1 paragraph for each example). 
 
5) How do you think one or more of the ideas from Animal Farm might be relevant today? If you 
can, make connections to specific countries or political regimes. (1 paragraph response) 
  
6) Vocabulary: Identify 5 words in the book that you needed to look up in the dictionary and/or that 
you consider to be SAT (higher vocabulary) words.  Write out the sentence from the book with the 
word underlined, and then include the correct dictionary definition for each word. Put a star (*) next 
to your favorite word. 
 
Happy reading! I look forward to meeting you and discussing the book with you this fall!​  
If you have any questions, you may email me at mschafstall@temima.org  



Animal Farm 
by 

George Orwell (1903-1950) 
 

⧫​ George Orwell, real name Eric Arthur Blair, was born in British-ruled India in 1903. He 
spent most of his childhood and teenage years in England. As a young man, he served as a 
police officer in British-ruled Burma, a job he described as “impossible" and which helped 
shape his skeptical views about the role of government. 

 

⧫​ One of his best known novels is 1984, published shortly after WWII in 1949. You may have 
heard some of the phrases from the novel that are still in use today, such as “thought police” 
and “Big Brother” (as in Big Brother is watching you).    

 

⧫​ Animal Farm was published in 1945. Initially, many bookstores placed it in the children’s 
section, and when Orwell discovered this was happening, he began traveling from bookstore 
to bookstore to request that it be reshelved in the adult section. His novel continues to have 
a dual identity - as children’s story and adult satire.  

 
Terms to know:  
 

⧫​ Satire: a writer attacks a serious issue by presenting it in a ridiculous light and/or pokes fun 
at it. Orwell specifically criticizes the Russian form of government during this time period, 
but the criticism can extend to any government that contains similar aspects.  

 

⧫​ Allegory: a story in which objects and characters all work together to represent a different 
meaning other than the literal story. In Animal Farm, many of the characters represent 
specific people from Russian society and government. So while it is a story about animals 
trying (and failing) to create and maintain their own perfect society in Animal Farm, it’s also 
a political statement about Russia (and other similar governments).  

 

⧫​ Dystopia: a dystopian society always begins with characters trying to create a utopia (a 
perfect society), often by getting rid of who/what is oppressing them. Unfortunately, what 
starts out as a utopia usually ends up as a dystopia, which is a society with harsh restrictions 
and a government that rules through fear and control. (The Giver, The Hunger Games) 

 

⧫​ Beast Fable: a story in which animals are the main characters and have human characteristics 
(they talk, read, etc.). They typically criticize human morality and politics.  
 

⧫​ Many people believe that Orwell wrote his novel as a beast fable because it would have been 
difficult to criticize Russia more directly at the end of WWII, as they were on the allied side 
and were viewed positively for fighting against Germany, Italy, and Japan.  



Historical background:  
 

⧫​ Prior to the Russian Revolution in 1917, Russia was primarily a farming and early industrial society 
with very few progressive reforms, especially compared to the rest of Europe during this time period. 
Life for workers both on farms and in cities (factories) was difficult. 
 

⧫​ Tzar Nicholas II was the last monarch with absolute power ruling in Europe. Tzar is sometimes 
spelled Tsar or Czar. This time period is referred to as Tzarist Russia.  
 

⧫​ Many Russians were inspired by Karl Marx (The Communist Manifesto), who spoke of the idealism of 
communist ideas in opposition to capitalism and feudalism.  Basically, this means that Marx thought 
the producers (the workers) should get a bigger piece of what they produced (wages, union benefits, 
shared ownership of companies).  
 

⧫​ Vladimir Lenin and his supporters (the Bolsheviks) took control of Russia after the Tzar was 
overthrown in 1917 (later assassinated with his entire family - including daughter Anastasia ). Lenin’s 
slogan was “peace, land, and bread.”  
 

⧫​ Problems: over 30,000 Russian soldiers died in WWI, just prior to the revolution; worker’s strikes and 
riots killed and injured others; a treaty gave Germany a large portion of Russian land (causing anger); 
Civil War - some groups wanted a return of the Tzar, some wanted Lenin’s ideas, and some wanted 
different ideas. It was a mess, and they also had World War I to recover from. An estimated 14 
million Russians died during this period from fighting, hunger, and the worldwide flu epidemic.  
 

⧫​ Lenin created a communist government and Russia was renamed the Union of Socialist Soviet 
Republics (USSR), which would last until 1989 with the fall of the Berlin Wall. 
 

⧫​ After Lenin’s death, Leon Trotsky (Lenin’s chosen successor) and Joseph Stalin competed for power, 
with Stalin eventually sending Trotsky into exile. Stalin was the leader from 1924-53. 
 

⧫​ Stalin created a totalitarian state where he had total control. He created a secret police force (which 
became the KGB) and ruled his citizens through fear, controlling all aspects of their lives (religion, 
education, newspapers, access to the outside world). He exiled Russians who opposed him to Siberia 
and took control of farms and other means of production. One of the results was widespread famine. 
Historians estimate that Stalin was responsible for the deaths of 20 million people.  
 

⧫​ Many key figures and groups are represented by the characters in Animal Farm: 
Farmer Jones: Tzar Nicholas 
Old Major - Karl Marx (original ideas for communism)  
Snowball - Leon Trotsky (interested in spreading these ideas to other countries) 
Napoleon - Joseph Stalin (you might also be familiar with real-life actual dictator Napoleon) 
Squealer - minister of propaganda (tells lies that suggest the leader is always right) 
Boxer - unquestioning citizens/working class  
Dogs - secret police  
Benjamin - those who are skeptical but don’t take action/don’t know what to do 
Clover, goats - unthinking masses 
Sheep - unthinking masses/spread propaganda 
Cats - those who take no side/neutral 
Mollie - royalist/wants to go back to life under the Tzar 
Moses - religion (little to no power in communist Russia) 

 


