
Summer Reading Assignment  
AP English Literature - School year 2026-27 
Due Date: The first week of school - I will let you know the specific due date after I see the schedule for the 
beginning of the year. You cannot use the essay/project late pass for Part 1 of this assignment. 
​ ​ ​  
Reading: Life of Pi by Yann Martel 
Part 1 - Annotation Assignment:​ ​ ​  
You should write notes after each reading of approximately 20-25 pages – you may adjust this 
slightly to correspond with chapter breaks. After each reading, take notes on what you notice/find 
interesting/have questions about. Incorporate literary elements as well (possible symbols, etc.). 

●​ What do you notice about the setting, including the time period? 
●​ What are your first impressions of certain characters? 
●​ Why did a certain character surprise you? Demonstrate growth?  
●​ What are you noticing about the plot, characters, style, conflict(s), or theme? Possible symbols? 

 
Write your notes in your book (look for blank space at the end of chapters), on post-its, or on separate paper 
(written or typed). For each entry, you should write the equivalent of 4-5 sentences. You may use some 
shorthand/bullet points as long as I can make sense of your notes. Your annotations should not just be 
chapter/page summaries. 
 
In addition, please note anything else in the book that you find interesting or have questions about as you 
read. This can include short notes and/or underlined/highlighted passages. This part should be done inside 
the physical book (writing or post-its).  
Note: Under no circumstances will I accept for credit a book that has comments/annotations written by 
another student, friend, relative, etc.  You must use a clean copy of the book.  
 
Part 2 - Written Assignment:  
Do not use any online sources for this part of the assignment, including AI. 
Complete sections I-IV (in this order):  
I. Discussion/Essay Questions: Write three questions that a teacher might ask you about the novel either 
in class or for an essay. These questions should be thought-provoking and almost always take more than 
one line to type because they ask readers to combine more than one idea. Just writing these types of 
questions helps you to anticipate what questions might be asked of you in class discussion or on a test 
and encourages you to think more insightfully about the book or play.  
II. Key Passage: Choose the most important passage in the novel (in your opinion). Type it up 
word-for-word. Make sure to identify the speakers (if dialogue) and list the page number.  
III. Key Passage Explanation: In a fully-developed paragraph, explain why your chosen passage is 
important to understanding the novel.  Discuss any mentioned or inferred themes connected to the key 
passage.  
IV. Top three scenes: Choose what you think are the three most important scenes from the novel 
according to the guidelines listed below. None of the scenes should include your quote from section III. 
Each scene should be discussed in a good paragraph that includes details from the scene, including 
where it is in the novel, and discussion based on the following guidelines:  

1.​ A scene that demonstrates character growth for our main character (Pi). 
2.​ A scene that is important to a theme idea (and identify this theme). 
3.​ A scene that includes a symbol that is important to character development and/or theme.  

 
Happy reading!  I look forward to discussing this book with you in the fall. Email me with any questions. 



 
Summer Reading Assignment  
AP English Literature 
Part 2 
Due Date: The second or third week of classes – but I strongly suggest that you at least have the book 
read before school starts as I will begin assigning homework the first week of school, including writing 
assignments. (You cannot use the essay/project late pass for this assignment.) 
 
This is an independent reading/writing assignment. We will not be discussing these works of literature in 
class.  
 
Choose one of the following: 
The Story of Lucy Gault by William Trevor ​ ​ The Tempest by William Shakespeare 
A Tale of Two Cities by Charles Dickens​ ​ ​ Great Expectations by Charles Dickens​   
Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by Robert Louis Stevenson​​ The Mayor of Casterbridge by Thomas Hardy 
Invisible Man by H.G. Wells  
*email me for approval if you would like to read a book that is not on this list 
 
*Annotations are not part of this assignment, and you do not need to hand in the book, which 
can be either purchased or borrowed.  
 
Written Assignment: 
Do not use any online sources for this part of the assignment, including AI. 
Complete the following sections (in this order):  
 
I. Discussion/Essay Questions: Write three questions that a teacher might ask you about the novel either 
in class or for an essay. These questions should be thought-provoking and almost always take more than 
one line to type because they ask readers to combine more than one idea. Just writing these types of 
questions helps you to anticipate what questions might be asked of you in class discussion or on a test 
and encourages you to think more insightfully about the book or play.  
II. Key Passage: Choose the most important passage in the novel (in your opinion). Type it up 
word-for-word in the approach paper. Make sure to identify the speakers (if dialogue) and list the page 
number.  
III. Key Passage Explanation: In a fully-developed paragraph, explain why your chosen passage is 
important to understanding the novel.  Discuss any mentioned or inferred themes connected to the key 
passage.  
IV. Essay (2-3 typed pages): Critic Roland Barthes has said “Literature is the question minus the answer.” 
Considering Barthes’ observation, write an essay in which you analyze a central question raised in the 
novel and the extent to which it offers any answers.  Explain how the author’s treatment of this question 
affects your understanding of the work as a whole. Avoid plot summary.   
 
*You will receive a homework grade for this assignment, not an essay grade.  
 
Just for fun: Email me a photo of yourself reading (any book) in a fun, favorite, and/or unusual 
location, and I will add it to our reading slideshow. You can also add the photo yourself. Please 
include your name: 

 Summer '26 Reading Pics
*And don’t forget the summer reading challenge.  

https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1ivOxD36get0-IkM-upoWjxY3-K_neTVRJc6Q5cHJ_N8/edit?slide=id.p#slide=id.p

